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2021 Cape Champs Stage Contest contestants

A message from the Chairman
Business [almost] as usual – The
College of Magic steered itself
admirably through a disruptive
and busier than anticipated period,
emerging resilient from the pandemic.
Staffing was initially impacted by the
Delta variant and a pensive consumer
market kept the College operational
team on their toes throughout the
period. The management team worked
hard to maintain focus on the core
educational and community training
business, maintaining a welcoming
and professional service successfully,
throughout the 2021 financial period.
The 2021 AGM was hosted under
Covid observation conditions at the
Kelvin Grove Country Club, Cape Town.
The meeting solidified the intention
expressed by the majority of College
of Magic stakeholders to modernise
the College’s operational focus,
design reflective people management
processes and ensure the financial
wellbeing of the College. To this end,
the majority of College of Magic
stakeholders provided the College

Board  with the necessary mandate to
provide modernisation proposals for
the membership and board member
definitions as part of the College of
Magic’s constitutional framework.
Ensuring business stability during
uncertain times highlights business
leadership talent. Similarly, growing
a business and cultivating cash
stability during times of hardship
is a phenomenal feat, likened to a
successful magic show – requiring
research, commitment to practise and
an unwavering application of the plan.
The College of Magic’s fundraising
team, under the leadership of Ms
Marian Williamson is an accomplished
act. She has pulled more than a rabbit
out of a hat – she is responsible for
guiding the College of Magic’s financial
position towards a safe harbour.  
Marian is a founding member of
the College, her wisdom and gritty
determination is plain to see. She
achieves her goals, for the good of all
students and graduates of the College
of Magic community. Their lives are
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“The 2021/22
financial year is set
for change. Exciting
and impactful
change.”

enabled through her commitment and
strength of character.
The 2021 financial year has been a
highly successful year and also a quieter
year by design. It has been about
creating a sense of business as usual – a
state of stability and calmness, creating
an opportunity to pause and assess
what is on the horizon for the College
of Magic.  I express my gratitude to
my 2021/22 Board Team and the
Operations Team in the office, enabled
under the leadership of Mr David
Gore and Mr Chad Findlay, working in

partnership. What a dream team they
have proven to be – the College is in
safe hands!
The College is in a position of strength,
and we look forward to achieving
meaningful progress in the 2022/3
year. I thank all stakeholders for their
support and commitment to our
community objectives.
Yours Magically
Justin Barry
CHAIRMAN

An excited team of performers after the Champs – Riyago Maartens, Sahil Samlal, Deyna Virét,
Tristan Grant and Sebastien van den Hoogen

4

The Course 6 Graduating Class of 2021 celebrates, along with the teaching staff!!

A message from the Director
If any year needed an extra dose of
magic, 2021 was that year! Pandemic,
economic hardship, and negativity. We
thought having managed the storm
of 2020 we would now be in ‘calmer
waters’. This was not to be! Having
negotiated another difficult year, the
College of Magic and our students have
emerged stronger and more positive.
Let’s take a look at the magic of 2021.
2021 and the associated pandemic
brought into sharp focus the
inequalities in our society. At the
College of Magic, as we moved from
online lessons to hybrid classes,
we were made ever so aware that
despite the support being offered
and the sophistication of technology
we were still unable to bridge the
divide that exists. Our students who
live in marginalised areas remained
constrained by poor connectivity
infrastructure and the need to travel
long distances on public transport, with
all the associated health risks.
Our voluntary teaching staff excelled

during these difficult times – learning
new technologies, delivering parcels
and going the extra mile to ensure
that all our students received the best
attention. We are pleased to report that
we had a very successful training year.
The silver lining of the clouds of
lockdown came in a useful reflection on
the state of the world and an increased
awareness of our challenges. We
were appreciative for the glimmers of
sunshine which broke through between
the ‘waves’ – these took the form of our
Imagine! production staged at Artscape
in June and the Children’s Magic Festival
staged at the College of Magic in
December.
Our mid-year production, Imagine!
was perfectly timed to fall between
the second and third waves of the
COVID pandemic. Everyone was
delighted to be back in a theatre with
‘live’ performance. Socially distancing
restrictions, nonetheless, severely
curtailed our audience numbers. Those
who managed to secure tickets were
rewarded with a spectacular show,
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“The participants
loved acquiring
their new skills and
proudly displayed
these for teachers
and families at
their respective
graduation
ceremonies at
the end of their
courses.”

directed by Santika Naidoo and
ably assisted by Chad Findlay and
their amazing team and cast at the
Artscape Theatre.
The 2021 Western Cape Junior
Magician Championships was an
amazing milestone during a year filled
with online events, where our young
performers pushed themselves in
the challenging medium of online
performing. The ‘in person’ judges had
high praise for the excellent standards
on display. These sentiments were
echoed by the small live audience and
many online viewers.
The Allied Arts have been a challenge to
keep alive during COVID with limited
contact and coping with restrictions.
Carlo Penso and his puppetry team
must be complimented on managing to
make 2021 a big year for the puppetry
students who featured throughout the
year in various shows, including the
now famous Puppet Idols event.
As the situation allowed, project coordinator, Sinethemba Bawuti, was quick
out of the starting block to set up two
rural Juggling and Card Skills courses,
one held at Imboniselo Primary in Paarl
and the other at Reygersdal Primary in
Atlantis. The participants loved acquiring

their new skills and proudly displayed
these for teachers and families at their
respective graduation ceremonies at
the end of their courses. Thanks, and
congratulations to the ‘Rural’ team –
Sinethemba, Noma, Thando and Khanya.
Our training year culminated with six
successful graduation ceremonies, four
took place on Saturday 20th November
2021 at the College of Magic and
two others at our rural venues later
in November. The socially distanced
events in our Imagination Centre
were streamed so that everyone could
participate.
The Children’s Magic Festival was back
after 2 years, taking place in warm
summer weather in December. The
Safari themed event boasted a plush
grass auditorium under a large tent
with colourful characters, amazing
magic, workshops and games. It was
an immediate hit with the young
festival goers and their parents and
grandparents. The College of Magic
student cast went the extra mile
working through 4 shows per day over
5 days to give the most opportunities
for our magic fans in the restricted
setting. The festival quickly sold out.
2021 was an unusual year for the
College of Magic Staff. The pandemic

View 2021 Highlights Montage.
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Learning is back in-person and what a joy it is!

Maelle and Emilie prepare for Imagine!

John-Martin and Erin on a magical journey.

Enthusiastic unicyclists Sisonke
and Liyema.

Lindokuhle and Lihle, in character at
the Birthday Bash.

Safari magic ‘on the lawn’ at the Children’s Magic Festival.

Juggling maestros in theme.

Birthday Bash magic.

Sanitising, signing up and temps taken on arrival for class.
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“When things got
tough, it was the
encouragement
of our funders
who believe in our
transformative
education that
kept us buoyed.”

turned things upside down. Marian
Williamson contracted COVID in
January and spent 3 months recovering
in hospital. Director David Gore was
hospitalised following a fall and needed
to take time out. Thankfully, Graduate
and Creative, Chad Findlay stepped
in as interim director in March for a
period of 2 months. Daniel Galloway
joined as our CEO for 6 months,
bringing his expertise to restructuring
and strategising the future of our
organisation. Dawn Hillman assumed
a new role as administrator. Nomatter
Machaka, our able admin assistant,
vanished for a period for her own
production - the birth of a son in
February. Liam Joubert left our internal
staff and we were joined by Ulibo
Maake who took up a position as our
operations co-ordinator.
Our students are facing many
challenges during the COVID
pandemic. We were pleased to have
social worker, Luzuko Sidimba, assisting
us at this time. I would like to thank
our Management Board, who continue
to give support and guidance to our
organisation. By the end of 2021
our team was much stronger and

The Imagine! Show Origami Illusion – looking spectacular on the Artscape Theatre stage.
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preparing for a flourishing 2022 year
as the negative impact of the COVID
pandemic hopefully subsides.
When things got tough, it was the
encouragement of our funders who
believe in our transformative education
that kept us buoyed. Everyone is
feeling the impact on a personal and
organisational level. We are so grateful
to our supporters who came through
for us in these tough conditions.
The HCI Foundation, the Department
of Cultural Affairs and Sport, the City
of Cape Town are highly respected
supporters of the College of Magic
providing grants which keep our
organisation alive.
The Allan Slaight Foundation deserves
special mention as through their
partnership with Magicana, they have
been the heroes to help us in our most
dire times. Sadly Allan Slaight, a highly
respected magician, media mogul and
philanthropist passed away in 2021.
He, in collaboration with his son, Gary,
did us proud. We do hope that our ties
with this incredible foundation can live
into the future. The National Lottery
Commission have provided a grant

Rural programme taking place in Atlantis.

Sharing card skills in Paarl.

Duma demonstrating excellent card conjuring.

Shane and Saliswa practise the diabolo.

Course 2 Graduation performance.

The new school tour underway.

Mawonga Gayiya entertains at
‘Stars of Comedy and Magic.’

Tangisayi working his own kind of
magic renovating the new Studio.

Ladies in Magic event with Lee Cohen joining from Australia.
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“... learners
from various
schools once
again visiting our
renovated centre,
embarking on an
all-new journey of
discovery which
introduces them
to fascinating
historical
characters, being
astonished by
incredible magic
and learning for
themselves ...”

over the 2021/2022 years which will
boost talent identification through
our various programmes. Thanks to
the NLC we are entering 2022 with a
sparkling new Online training studio,
which will not only enhance our
national and global training, but provide
a wonderful facility for our technical
and digital filmmaking training. Looking
towards 2022, we had other good news
from the Maria Marina Foundation
and Allan and Gill Gray Philanthropies,
advised by Richard Rosenthal, who are
providing essential support to deepen
the impact of our programme in the
year ahead.
Our regular sponsor-a-student
supporters deserve special mention.
This amazing group of people either
through once off or small monthly
donations create a vital income stream
to keep our training alive, especially for
the most vulnerable in our society. In
2021 we topped, for the first time, the
R500 000 mark with funds raised. The
‘Keep the Magic Alive’ Back-a-Buddy
campaign and the ‘My School Card’
support further enhanced these efforts.
Our College of Magic premises have
undergone a wonderful transformation
in 2021. Thanks to our creative
director Chad Findlay who drives
this project with the expert help of
parents Christo and Sam Dennyschen
of MacgregorForsyth Interior
Architecture and Design Studio and
the generosity of a number of funders
the magical home is quickly becoming
a sought-after venue for film shoots
and exclusive functions. We would be
remiss in not mentioning the sterling
work of our caretaker, Tangisayi
Mutsawu, who has, almost singlehandedly, tackled the hefty work of the
renovation of our premises. He is a star.
WebShows filmed a series for SABC 3,
while regular shows by magical maestro
Stuart Lightbody are just a few of the
initiatives which are bringing the centre
alive throughout the week.
Architect Jane Visser and Associates
continue to be a pillar of support in
relation to building developments. We
were thrilled as the plans for our new
media centre passed to the last stage of
approval by the City of Cape Town. We
hope that we will be able to launch our
long anticipated and much needed media
centre fundraising campaign in 2022.
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We were pleased to relaunch our
school tours in 2021 after they came
to an abrupt halt in March 2020 at
the outbreak of the current pandemic.
This programme saw learners from
various schools once again visiting
our renovated centre,  embarking
on an all-new journey of discovery
which introduces them to fascinating
historical characters, being astonished
by incredible magic and learning for
themselves in a do-it-yourself workshop
on how to create their own magic.
The COVID pandemic has brought
about much change, not least of all
transforming our communication
methodology. Working remotely,
sharing larger video files and going
paperless has meant that the College
of Magic has made great strides in
this arena, especially through linking
the College of Magic team with our
Microsoft 365 software system with
its associated capabilities, kindly
sponsored by Microsoft. The relevance
of social media in today’s world cannot
be denied.  Chad Findlay has done
amazing work on our website and social
media platforms. Sahil Samlal’s Magic
Mondays are popular. More recently
assisted by Arora Online an active
marketing campaign to promote the
College of Magic has been launched.
‘Magic’ as a tool to benefit and
transform young people continues to
gain global interest.
The College of Magic takes the
tool further by using it within our
programme to highlight and nurture
vital values and ethics. Our 8 Star
Qualities now adorn the front hallway
ceiling as a reminder for all who enter
the College of Magic. It is a joy to see
these values reflected in the lives of our
students and graduates. Allow me to
share some of my highlights from 2021.
1. Honesty – Our group of almost
50 judges who annually evaluate and
encourage dozens of participants in our
various contests. Their candid, open
and supportive contribution – both
online and in person in 2021 – served
as a clear positive message to young
people growing up in a world that is
steeped in social media delusion.
2. Respect – I received this message
from graduate Nkumbuzo Nkonyana
who is now entertaining on a cruiseliner

The amazing entrance to the ‘all-new journey of discovery’ as visitors arrive at the College of Magic.
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“We are
grateful to our
many caring
supporters
who donated
their services,
magic books
and equipment,
clothing and so
much more.”

in the Caribbean:
“I would like to take this opportunity to
say Thank you for your support and for
the seeds of beliefs you’ve planted in
us years ago. I can’t thank you enough
for the self-belief and confidence that
magic gave to us. Today I am so happy
and grateful now that the skills I’ve
learned at the College Of Magic have
opened so many doors for me since the
Las Vegas trip. I knew from then that
this was my calling to travel the world
and share this gift with as many people.
It’s the same magic that took me to New
York five years ago. I will continue to
share the magic where I am going and I
thank you once again.”
3. Responsibility – I am always amazed
at the energy and commitment of our
voluntary teachers. While we were
sad to lose stalwart, Santika Naidoo,
who jetted off to study film in Los
Angeles, USA, we were heartened as
thirteen new volunteers joined the new
Leadership and Staff Development
Course, which was held during
September and October. The course
was conducted by six senior instructors.
It was wonderful to see many of
these ‘new’ staff members already
participating in classes. We wish them
well as they join our teaching staff in
2022, training our new generation of
students.  
4. Initiative – As the popularity of
online shows waned, I was struck by the
courage and generosity of graduates
Stuart Taylor and Grant Atkinson of
WebShows, who produced The Stars
of Comedy and Magic Show in June
and managed to raise over R35 000
from this fun event. The stellar line-up
with Alan Committie, Kurt Schoonraad,
Mawonga Gayiya, Charles Tertiens, Rob
Van Vuuren and students was a treat
for all who attended.
5. Excellence – It was exciting to have
student, Anja Steyn, participate in the
International Brotherhood of Magicians
youth contest and place 2nd – Bravo!

6. Empathy – The number of donations
in kind that we receive is always a
delight. We are grateful to our many
caring supporters who donated their
services, magic books and equipment,
clothing and so much more.
7. Humility – Working quietly and
consistently, our COVID team headed
by Stephen Best has ensured that all
protocols have been observed. Stephen
and his team went the extra mile in
generously coordinating the purchase
and distribution of snack food for our
hungry students on Saturdays.
8. Wonder – Photographer Tommy
Trenchard came the closest yet to
capturing this quality in his incredible
pictures of the College of Magic
published in Der Spiegel and in a photo
essay in the Guardian Newspaper. The
huge response that we received from
around the world confirmed this.
That was the 2021 year. Before I sign
off, I will share some exciting “behind
the scenes” developments in 2021. We
collaborated with renowned author
and magician, Richard Wiseman on
the writing of a ‘magic book’! Several
students participated in the project
and the result - not yet released - is a
delight. Thanks to Josh Jay and Andi
Gladwin of Vanishing Inc the book is
being published and will be released
in 2022. The beautiful Afro-futurist
artworks by artist Ndumiso Nyoni of
Johannesburg fabulously enhance this
publication and there are rumours that
a special limited-edition pack of playing
cards with these images may magically
appear. What’s more, the seeds of an
all-new stage magic spectacular, ‘The
Magic Key’ have been planted ready for
blossoming in June 2022.
2022 is sure to be exceptional!
Yours Magically
David Gore
TRAINING DIRECTOR

SPECIAL THANKS to photographers Claude Barnardo, David Savage, Siphesihle Ndayi and Tommy
Trenchard for the use of their wonderful images.
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Thank you to our supporters!
Corinne Abel
Wayne Abrahamse
Suzanne Ackerman
Ackerman Family
Foundation
Ackerman Pick ‘n Pay
Foundation
Kathy Ackerman-Robins
Liezel Anderson
Wendy Annecke
Anonymous Donors
Sally Ardington
Artscape Audience
Development
Grant Atkinson
Eric Atmore
Barross Automation
Steve Axtell
Alfred Baba
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Jaydene Badenhorst
Azande Baliso
Justin and Sigrid Barry
Lorna and John Barry
Michael Barta
Shelly Barta
Jenna Bass
Sinethemba Bawuti
Thomas Baxter
Anon JB
Luzuko Bedi
Heinrich Beer
Luke Bell
David Ben
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Grant Best
Stephen Best
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Simon Birch
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Dean Bodenham
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Charles Carter
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Catholic Mission Aid
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Centre for Early
Charities Aid Foundation
Childhood Learning
Tian Chen
Francis Chouler
City of Cape Town
Lee Cohen
Stuart Cohen
Hloni Coleman
Timothy Coles
Michael and Mary Colley
Alan Committie
Matthew Cook
Johnny Copelyn

Sara Crasson
Wenda &Thomas Crawford
Anja Dahm
Debbie Damons
Kellen De Bruijn
Ralph De Hahn
Marinus  De Kok
Jack Diamond
Giuseppe and Corine Di
Capua
Simon Dimaio
Peter Djordjeno
Justin Doherty
Wayne & Tamara Do Rego
Helen & Rob Douglas
DVT
Olwethu Dyantyi
Anele Dyasi
Patrick Eckhardt
Julie Eng
Karen Esterhuizen
Laurence Estéve
Benita Faiers
Fantastic Magic Camp
Terry Fator
Robyn Ferrar
Michael & Michelle
Fenwick
Chad Findlay
Dave Findlay
Justin Fish
Joanna Fitcher
Bertil Fredstrom
Jean Fuller
Sesona Gagana
Daniel Galloway
Evan Gambardella
Gate Repair Services
Mawonga Gayiya
Anela Gazi
Gemini Printing Solutions
Andi Gladwin
Terry Godfrey
Golden Arrow
Community Transport
Services
Jennifer Goldstein
David Gordon
Chris Gore
David Gore
Joe & Tanya Gore
Matthew & Brooke Gore
Michelle Gore
Patrick Gore
Robert Gore
Simon & Bridget Gore
Sanjay Govender
Reg Grant
Allan & Gill Gray
Philanthropies
Daniel Dean Gray
Kyle Gray
Ricki Gray
John Griffiths
Bartholomäus Grill
Sascha Gröhl
Tracey Hafen
Ethel Hamman
Peter Hannewald
Senta Hannewald
Haritons

Kari Harris
Peter Haussler
Neil Hazell
HCI Foundation
Heatherdale Children’s
Home
Liam Hewitson
Mark Hewitson
Dawn Hillman
Barry Hilton
Ongezwa Hlekiso
Kelly Hoare
Renée Holleman
Guy Hollingworth
Carol Hopwood
Christiaan Horn
Bruce & Laura Hutchison
Imboniselo Primary
School
Christopher Inder
iThemba Labantu
Faris Jacobs
Moeniel Jacobs
Ayesha Janodien
Joshua Jay
Nerine Jeaven
Keith Jenkings
Lance Job
Johannesburg Magic
Circle
Liam Joubert
Jungend Eine Welt
Bill Kalush
Hymie and Shirley
Kaplan
Anon DK
Richard Kaufman
Greg Kaylor
Khula Cape Foundation
Aidan Knott
Conrad Koch
Michal Kociolek
Johann Kupferburger
Nariman Laattoe
Dominic Lavin
Jeremy Lawrence
Leliebloem House
Adrian Le Roux
Marlene Le Roux
Jacques Le Sueur
Vaughan Leader
Steve Leech
Mzukisi Lembeni
Mariley Liebenberg
Stuart Lightbody
Sabine & Marcus Lindner
Jacqui Lipschitz
Gay Ljungberg
George Luck
Gareth Lush
Ulibo Maake
Nomatter Machaka
Magicana
Yadhir Maharaj
Make Believe
Maria Marina
Foundation
Enrico Marinus
Alexander May
Diane May
David McLaren

McLaren Circus
Glenn McMeeking
Gudrun and Wolfgang
Messelken
Chris Metcalfe
Brigitte Mechau
Joy Millar
Jacob Mills
Marcia Miquelon
Asiphe Mnqika
Shafieka Moos
Riaad Moosa
Elri Muller
Jean-Pierre MurrayKline
Musicworks
MySchool
Pam & Raven Naidoo
Santika Naidoo
Nassau Theatre
National Lotteries
Commission
Siphesihle Ndayi
Nkumbuzo Nkonyana
Rolf-Stephan Nussbaum
Foundation
Nu World Industries
Monica Nyakatya
Ndumiso Nyoni
Octotel
Helene Odendaal
Helgart O’Donovan
Anthony Olivari
Andreas & Antje Ost
Ken Park
George Parker
Ann and Roger Pawley
Penn & Teller
Carlo Penso
Tina & Tony Penso
Wade & Nakeeta
Petersen
Wendy Philander
Pick ‘n Pay
Jonah Poole
Marcel Pretorius
Doug Price
Geoff Prowse
Thando Rala
Fred Rasmussen
Patricia Restrepo
Emmalene Ravell
Reygersdal Primary
School
Jill Ritchie
Nicholas Rix
David Robins
Richard Rosenthal
Matthew Ross
Rotary Club Constantia
Daniel Roth
Sabrina Roy
Khanya Rubushe
SA Online
Michael Saharin
Valeria Salles-Haussler
Sahil Samlal
Steve Sandomierski
Wendt Saurma-Jeltsch
Kurt Schoonraad
Hans-Peter Schoppelrey

Adam Schroeder
Brent  September
Pam and John Sharp
Ryan Sharp
Ran’D Shine
Avril Shorkend
Luzuko Sidimba
Stan Sieler
Tore Skytèn
Allan Slaight Foundation
Gary Slaight
Simon & Tracy Smith
Charles Slater
Larry Soffer
Soundworks
South African Magical
Society
Ashwin Sookdeo
Samuel Spiller
Wendy Staak
Johan Ståhl
Dan and Heather Stein
Joshua Stein
Piet & Melanie Steyn
Hildegard Stipp
Markus & Klementyna
Stipp
Percy Stipp
Devin Swanson
Stuart Taylor
Charles Tertiens
Tommy Trenchard
Thomas Tobler
Touareg
Sithembele Tyutula
Colin Underwood
Clare Usher
Carol van der Rheede
Cara van der Riet
Guy and Ploy van der
Walt
Brigid van der
Westhuizen
Rob Van Vuuren
Vanilla
Vanishing Inc.
Peter Vanne
Lauren Veary
Johann Vermaak
Belinda Virét
Jane Visser
Matthew Walton
Bradley Waterberg
WebShows
Tara Weinberg
Western Cape
Department of Cultural
Affairs and Sport
Gabriela Wiener
Fatima Williams
Fazielah Williams
Barry Williamson
Kenneth Williamson
Louise Williamson
Marian Williamson
Richard and Svenja
Williamson
Richard Wiseman
Wubuntu
XCIV
Jurg Zimmermann
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Walking ‘under the stars’ of the special College of Magic Ethos.
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Download unabridg ed financial documents on our
website at www.collegeofmagic.com/documents
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Anele and Elethu in-between classes on a Saturday morning.

ence - donate today
Bank EFT
Name:College
College of
Name:
ofMagic
Magic
Bank:Standard
Standard Bank
Bank:
Bank
Branch:Kromboom
Kromboom
Branch:
AccountNo:
No: 072895195
Account
072895195
Branch No:
No: 026209
Branch
026209
SwiftCode:
Code: SBZAZAJJ
Swift
SBZAZAJJ
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PayPal
Keep the Magic Alive!

DONATE >
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Back-a-Buddy

Make a
Keep the Magic Alive!
difference
donate today

t.

DONATE >
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Professional
Services

MySchool Card

Volunteer your services.

Free community
loyalty programme.

CONTACT >

SIGN UP >

Thank you to our sponsor partners!

DAVID
BERGLAS

A BIG thank you to our sponsors for keeping the magic alive!
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The Magic of Self-esteem
Today’s youth, especially those from marginalised
backgrounds, face a multitude of challenges and
problems. There is a pressing need for creative
initiatives to transform our youth.
“It was not lack of ability that limited my people,
but lack of opportunity,” said Nelson Mandela.
Our students have the ability – the College of
Magic opens up a world of opportunities for
them in which to conjure for themselves a
future of hope.
We ask you to partner with us and support these
young people as they seize the opportunities available,
transform their lives and realise their dreams.
PLEASE DONATE TODAY
PS. Let Your Legacy shape our Legacy: Please
remember us in your Will.

Visit www. colle g eo f ma g i c . c o m/d o n a t e

