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2015 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

I

t is always a great joy to reflect and report on all of
the activity and impact that the College of Magic has
year after year in our community and in the lives of
each individual involved. Who would have thought
that teaching magic could become a catalyst for such
deep and influential change and continue to do this for
35 years! I have had the privilege of being connected
with the College for 34 of our 35 years – first as a
student, then as a volunteer teacher and now as a
Board member and parent of students at the College.
Learning magic, performing and watching magicians
from all over the world is fun and so inspiring, but I
think the real magic is the way in which our students
are individually affirmed, are encouraged to be
innovative and allowed to be creative to express their
unique style through their performances.

4

2015 College of Magic Annual Report

Our programmes are designed to provide a
holistic, enriching educational experience through
nurturing confident, balanced, disciplined, organised,
creative individuals and leaders with hope for the
future. As we work through technical and creative
performance issues our staff are hard at work to
develop leadership and team work skills, interpersonal relational skills as well as providing a caring
and approachable “safe space” to reach into personal
home related issues or community related issues.
Our programmes include education in areas related
to performing magic such as drama, mime, clowning,
juggling and puppetry; and also include training in
general aspects of the performing and visual arts
such as design, production, directing, technical
theatrical training, sound and lighting, planning and

staging a performance, video and filming techniques,
digital editing and animation. The combination of
the activities we offer, as well as the context and
culture in which they occur has produced wonderful
transformation in so many lives.
One of our objectives is to enhance the school
curriculum using the performing arts and one of
the many ways in which we do this is through a
programme called “The Magic Classroom”. This
programme runs daily at the College and has classes
from schools across the Cape Peninsula visiting the
College to attend our programme where we use
magic, wonder and imagination to demonstrate and
teach mathematical, scientific and problem solving
skills. The programme includes teacher packs so that
these principles can be taken back to the schools for
continued learning in the weeks following their visit.
In 2015 we celebrated the 10th year of running
this programme and have had over 35000 learners
attending over the years. New and long standing
partnerships have enabled this programme grow and
impact so many lives however we are in need of a
new anchor sponsor for this programme to enable us
to expand and increase the impact we are having.
We continue to have a jam-packed schedule
of events and activities in which our students can
be involved. Last year some of the highlights were
the SAMagic Convention and South African Magic
Championships where a number of our graduates took
top awards in the adult section and our students took
all of the top awards made in the junior categories.
We had a number of international magicians visiting
which is a great source of inspiration for our students
and staff as well as for the wider community of
magicians locally and nationally. Furthermore, we
had a team travel to the US to watch and learn
from some of the most experienced magicians and
performers in the world. Our students also had the
opportunity to use their gifts and skills to stage many

charity performances bringing joy and laughter to
underprivileged children and adults, to the sick and
disabled in various homes across the Peninsula and
to assist various charities with fundraising activities.
As part of reporting on 2015, I want to share
with our broader stakeholder community that we are
facing some very challenging times financially and
so we need great wisdom on how to manage the
organisation in 2016 as it is breaking our hearts to
consider cutting back and reducing the impact that
we are making. I appeal to those reading this report
to please consider increasing what you already give
to the College if you are able, or to challenge the
organisation that you work for to consider sponsoring
us, or in your personal capacity to consider “adopting”
just one student to cover the cost of their tuition for a
year. We also have an aspiration to establish a trust
that can bring us sustainability and support the work
of the College long into the future. If this is an area
where you could make an impact in the lives of South
Africa’s youth and leave a lasting legacy, then please
consider partnering with us in this way.
In closing, I want to truly thank our fulltime and
volunteer staff for the energy and enthusiasm they
bring to all of educational facets that our programmes
and events provide. I also want to thank our supporters
and donors who are journeying with us – facilitating
and enabling the magic to happen. Lastly, I would
like to express my thanks to our Management Board
for all the advice, consideration and wisdom they
bring to enable us to govern and steer this incredible
organisation. It is indeed a pleasure to chair this board
and share in the joy and blessing that the College of
Magic brings as it touches and changes lives.
We look forward to 2016 and the exciting plans
and activities that are already on the go.
Bruce Hutchison
CHAIRMAN
2015 College of Magic Annual Report

5

ABOVE LEFT International
Champion in China – Anele
Dyasi. ABOVE RIGHT Gift and
Nomaseti Alfred smile proudly
after his first ‘Live Performance’.
LEFT & BELOW LEFT Celebrating
the College’s 35th Birthday.
BELOW RIGHT Luzuko Bedi,
Olwethu Dyantyi and Mawonga
Gayiya SA National Stage Magic
Champions.
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College of Magic

2015 DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A

nele Dyasi lives in Khayelitsha, Cape Town, a
sprawling township on the outskirts of Cape Town.
He joined the College of Magic in 2008 at the age of
10 years, his interest in magic having been sparked
by his brother, who was attending the College of
Magic. Anele took to magic like a duck to water. By
2012 he had won his way to the finals of the Western
Cape Junior Magic Championships, winning the
Supreme Trophy and found himself on his way with
his ‘Farmer Anele’ act to Las Vegas, USA. In 2013 he
graduated from the College of Magic and a year later
won the illustrious ‘Silver Medallion’ award. In 2015
this young man was selected to represent South
Africa at the International College Magic Contest in
Beijing China. Anele won third place in Close-up and
returned home with the elegant bronze trophy. Anele
is currently in his Grade 12 year at school and teaches
close-up in the senior section of the College.
While not all our students win international
contests, Anele’s success mirrors the transformation
and empowerment in the lives of the thousands of
students who have journeyed through our doors over

the past 35 years. There are so many stories to tell.
In 2015 we celebrated our 35 years milestone,
at first casually at our annual ‘Disney’ Birthday Bash
in February and later formally at a 35th Anniversary
Dinner at GrandWest in October. The dinner formed
part of the SA Magic Convention and the South
African Magic Championships, which proved to be an
unquestionable highlight of 2015. The international
guests were tops - Guy Hollingworth, R Paul Wilson,
Johan Stahl, Fritz Alkemade and Colin Underwood
attended, performed, lectured and generally wowed
us all. It was gratifying to see so many College of
Magic performers succeed in the Championships and
of course to have our own Olwethu Dyanyti win the
coveted SA Magic Grand Prix title. Significantly this is
the first time in SA history that the title has been won
by a black performer.
One hundred and fifty-nine students enrolled
at the start of 2015. In an effort to reach out to a
wider group of students we collaborated with various
organisations and stretched our reach to the rural
areas including participating in the DCAS Arts week
2015 College of Magic Annual Report
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in Simondium. The training programme was driven
by a dedicated voluntary teaching staff, joined by
10 new members in 2015. The allied arts courses
of juggling, puppetry, mime, clowning and drama,
add an important extra dimension to the magic
training and are as popular as ever. The Theatre
Production Course was revamped during the year by
Steve Sandomierski with updated modules on stage
lighting, theatrical sound and digital filmmaking being
introduced. The 5 Hour Club continues to grow with
more dedicated ‘finger-flingers’. In 2015 our students
pushed their performing boundaries. A record 181
students participated in the contests held during the
year and were evaluated by 40 external judges.
The accomplishments were recognised at the annual
graduation ceremony in November. 101 students
graduated from junior courses and 50 students
graduated from senior courses. The adults were not
neglected - three adult magic courses were held in
2015 including a new ‘Magic of the Mind’ course.
Our social workers, 3rd and 4th year UCT
students doing in-service training, contributed in a
significant way to the social well-being of many of

our students. Their individual and group counselling
sessions and in 2015 two well-planned workshops
entitled ‘Pack of Cards’ and ‘Take the Lead and Be
Inspired to Inspire’ tackled subjects of diversity and
role modelling. Our disadvantaged students look
forward to the breakfast provided on lesson days. We
are extremely grateful to the sponsor of this feeding
scheme who has supported for the past 5 years. We
are looking for a new sponsor to ‘step up’ and ensure
the feeding scheme continues in 2016.
We were disappointed and sad that the
Kimberley College of Magic training could not function
in 2015 owing to lack of funding. Our fledgling
students continued performing at events in the
Northern Cape, but were missing the important input
from training. We were delighted when late in 2015
the National Lottery Commission announced their
support for the programme to continue. Sessions relaunch in 2016.
Our graduates continue to excel. To mention
a few in the world of magic: Aidan Knott (aka Bryan
Miles) wrote a book to teach people wanting to
learn magic and filmed a TV series which will air in

ABOVE Course 5 Children’s Entertainers thrill the audience at the Traditional Children’s Magic Festival in July 2015.
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LEFT Caitlin Hutchison, Mawonga Gayiya and Sinethemba
Bawuti mesmerise with grand illusions at the Stars of
Comedy and Magic Show at the Artscape Theatre. BELOW
Charity Show entertainers from the 2015 Course 6 class
– Tabitha Short, Danny Guttmann, Chris Spracklen, Aaron
Simon, Anovuyo Tindleni and Amy Franz.

2016. Stuart Lightbody won awards in Prague and
Grahamstown. Mawonga Gayiya made his debut at
National Arts Festival to much acclaim and featured
at the Cape Town Fringe Festival. Joshua Stein joined
Anele competing in China, receiving Honourable
Mention. Olwethu Dyantyi was a finalist in the
Suidoosterfees and travelled to China to participate in
the Beijing Happy Festival.
We continue to be humbled by the immense
generosity of our friends who help keep the work of
the College of Magic alive. Our Sponsor-a-Student
benefactors deserve a special mention – in 2015 their
support raised more than R200 000 towards making
our training available to marginalised and vulnerable
youth. Another well supported fundraiser for the year
was the Stars of Comedy and Magic Show held at
the Artscape Theatre in May. The Traditional Children’s
Magic Festival held in July with more than a thousand
attending not only raised funds, but created plenty of
fun for cast and attendees alike. This event provides
the perfect combination of training, performance
opportunity, promotion and school holiday fun
for children. Thanks go to our fundraiser Marian
Williamson assisted by Ayesha Janodien.

The College was involved in numerous
outreach shows in 2015. It is always a pleasure to
see our students giving back to the community in
such a meaningful way ... the laughter and smiles on
the audiences’ faces is a special gift. These included:
Maitland Cottage Home, Athlone Educare Centre,
Blouberg Rotary, StreetSmartSA; Fikelela Children’s
Centre, Happy Seniors Club, Educare Sunflower, St
Anthony’s, Langa; Princess Christian Home, RBHS
Interact Club, Pinelands Methodist Church, Dominican
School for the Deaf, Hagar House, Leliebloem
Children’s Home, Kronendal Music Academy, Cape
Town Association for the Physically Disabled, Amy Biehl
Foundation, St Francis Home, The Homestead, Home
from Home, Iris House Children’s Hospice, Maryland
Centre, Zanokhanyo Children’s Home and Friends of
the Red Cross Hospital. Our ‘Jabulani’ clowns continue
to perform at various venues including St Joseph’s
Home, Red Cross Children’s Hospital, Groote Schuur
and Tygerberg Hospital.
The Magic Classroom had a good year –
record attendance with more than 4700 learners
through the programmes and more than 250
teachers. Thanks to Eric Atmore and the Centre for
2015 College of Magic Annual Report
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Early Childhood Development (CECD) we were able to
partner with the Cape Town Museum of Childhood and
reach out to so many more young people, stimulating
their learning potential and awakening their curiosity.
The HCI Foundation continues to be a pillar of support
and the Golden Arrow buses make it possible for so
many more marginalised young learners to participate
in the programme. Prof Bayla, (aka Michael Barta),
heading the programme, is to be congratulated as we
enter our 10th Anniversary year in 2016.

If you have not visited the College of Magic
during 2015 you would be surprised by the number
of changes. Firstly the garden. Lush, green always
with a splash of colour – this ‘green magic’ was
‘performed’ by Bruce Beyer and Marijke Honig with the
help of Isaac Gama and many others and generously
sponsored by the National Lotteries Commission. The
fountain water feature and seating area has been an
instant hit. Thank you Wolfram Prinz! On entering
the centre, the refurbished museum will immediately

TOP The International Stars of Magic Show – featured here are Olwethu Dyantyi, R. Paul Wilson, Colin Underwood, Guy
Hollingworth and Johan Stahl. ABOVE Visitors to the Magic Classroom Progamme, transported by the HCI Foundation’s
Golden Arrow Transport Support Programme.
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LEFT Joshua Jay visits and donates his new book
‘Big Magic for Little Hands’ to Junior College students.
BELOW The College’s Project America team share a
selfie moment with the amazing Teller in Las Vegas.

catch your attention. The cabinet wizardry of George
Williams combined with Chad Findlay’s artistic flair
make this a very special space. The South African
themed history displays and antiquarian library are
great attractions, including a significant recent donation
from magician Tim Nagel of Pretoria. Throughout the
building you would notice that each training area
now has its own dedicated computer thanks to the
support of the International Brotherhood of Magicians
Endowment and Development Fund. Upstairs inside the
old Houdini’s Chamber you will find the sparkling new
‘Vanishing Inc. Close-up Theatre’, complete with plush
carpeting, automated velvet curtains, burgundy fixed
seating and fascinating décor and displays including
some superb donations from collectors, Chip Romero,
Gabe Fajuri, Potter and Potter and artist John Woolley.
This development came about thanks to Joshua Jay and
Andi Gladwin. Joshua Jay visited the College of Magic
earlier in 2015 with his beautiful wife to be, Anna, and
surprised our students by gifting them each with a copy
of his new book, ‘Big Magic for Little Hands’.
The generosity of our friends in the USA is
tremendous. This year’s Project USA, now unbelievably
in its 12th year, depends on this kindness. Each
year Craig Mitchell waves his organisational wand,

Ed Bastian makes the impossible possible, our
Godfathers in Magic, Siegfried & Roy, make the
visit to Las Vegas very special and many celebrities
including Elaine Wynn, Mac King, Penn & Teller and
Terry Fator ensure that the trip is unforgettable. In
2015 the team also travelled to Orlando and were
treated to a full day workshop with the top creators
in the Disney organisation thanks to the incredible
support of George Kalogridis. Then it was on to the big
highlight – the international 3 day Genii convention
thanks to the backing of convention organisers Richard
Kaufman, Joshua Jay and Andi Gladwin.
For some years now we have been planning
the new ‘media centre’ – a development on the 3rd
level of the College of Magic. This facility will provide a
much-needed additional multi-purpose teaching space
and will also become a crucial study and research
facility for our students. The social workers will also
gain a dedicated space for counselling and mentoring.
Architect, Jane Visser, has generously agreed to draw
up the plans and has already conjured up detailed
plans of our entire centre to start this process.
I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation
to our staff, our voluntary teaching staff and our board
of trustees for the support that they continue to give
2015 College of Magic Annual Report
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ABOVE: Ladies in Magic celebrate Women’s Day at the College of Magic

me. At the end of 2015 we bade a fond farewell
to Visha Govender who rendered exceptional service
to our organisation. We extend a warm welcome to
Dawn Hillman, who takes up the position of PA and
Office administrator. To everyone who has joined us
during this magical journey of thirty five years and
played a part in creating the magic - especially those
who assisted during this past year a big THANK YOU.
Following our organisation acquiring the title
deeds to our property a few years ago, another major
step towards sustainability is being made with the
establishment of an endowment fund. Fundraising
is a struggle at the best of times. The struggle is so
real for us – often distracting us from focusing on the
real needs of our projects. When the very existence
of the organisation is threatened a solution needs
to be found. To this end ‘project fifteen million’ has
been initiated to establish an endowment fund for the
College of Magic. ‘Project Fifteen Million’, has the
goal of raising fifteen million rand (one million US
dollars) to be invested in an Endowment Trust Fund.
This will establish a development trust which will:
• Ensure the sustainability of the College of Magic in
perpetuity. The interest drawn from the endowment
12
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trust will provide the running costs for the core
operation of the organisation.
• Guarantee the training and education of our current
200 students including vulnerable children,
orphans and marginalised youth and those that
follow them in the future.
• Grow the fund itself to take inflation into account.
• Ensure 100% of future fundraising and funding
will be able to be employed in identified projects.
This will make new projects more attractive to
potential supporters and less risky to the organisation.
• Will place the organisation in a stronger position
to reach out beyond our current scope to meet
more training needs throughout Southern Africa.
• A portion of the interest drawn will be directed
towards capital development projects. The first of
these projects will be the new media centre.
Project Fifteen Million will secure the ongoing
work of the organisation in transforming the lives of
young people in South Africa and provide potential
funders with a significant and lasting legacy.
David Gore
DIRECTOR
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The College of Magic

(Registration number 007-517NPO)
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2015

Supplementary Information
1.

Revenue

Grant Income received
Ackerman Foundation
Catholic Mission Aid
Lewis Stores
Rotary Claremont
Vanishing Inc
Department of Cultural Affairs & Sport
National Lotteries Commission
National Arts Council
Siegfried and Roy
Centre for Early Childhood Development
HCI Foundation
The Cape Tercentenary Foundation
Edward D Jones
Special Project Income
Project Kimberley
Project Vegas
Fundraising income
Miscellaneous income
Magicafe income
Sponsor-a-Student
Junior College fees
Adult college fees
Graduation income
Income from shows
Room hire income
Rental received
Magic Classroom
Interest received

2015
31,080
6,400
5,000
30,000
105,687
200,000
270,000
280,000
74,157
150,000
100,000
20,000
-

2014
29,400
5,600
56,087
417,766
130,000
56,955
75,000
51,678

203,642
365,522
3,885
9,118
204,624
772,290
44,650
7,310
63,790
46,989
57,440
18,412

1,061,022
286,794
900
11,877
168,354
705,781
10,250
6,580
47,680
500
43,425
53,196
25,338

3,069,996

3,244,183

DOWNLOAD THE FULL COPY OF THE 2015 AFS & THE 2015 VIDEO
HIGHLIGHTS MONTAGE AT www.collegeofmagic.com/afs2015

19
The supplementary information presented does not form part of the financial statements and is unaudited
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The College of Magic

(Registration number 007-517NPO)
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2015

Statement of Financial Performance
Figures in Rand

Schedule

Revenue
Operations
Special Project Income
1
Operating expenses
Accounting fees
Advertising
Auditors' remuneration
Bad debts
Bank charges
Bursaries for students
Computer expenses
Consulting and professional fees
Consumables
Cost of Shows
Depreciation, amortisation and impairments
Discount allowed
Employee costs
Expert/International visitors
FISM project
Function Expenditure
Fundraising
General expenses
Graduation costs
Insurance
Juggling equipment
LEAP project
Lease rentals on operating lease
Library Cost
MIC Project Clothing
MIC project special needs
MIC project transport cost
Magic classroom
Magicafe expenses
Postage
Printing and stationery
Project Kimberley
Project Vegas
Repairs and maintenance
Security
Staff Development Costs
Telephone and fax
Training
Utilities
Video Consumables
Surplus for the year

2015

2014

2,866,354
203,642

2,183,161
1,061,022

3,069,996

3,244,183

17,449
54,361
23,028
12,510
22,938
328,670
7,483
12,825
20,362
28,800
44,417
4,525
1,397,483
43,111
16,041
46,900
8,468
28,443
28,978
127,449
31,533
15,150
10,455
60,653
73,151
16,262
5,716
9,467
13,162
150,118
15,465
9,350
19,366
36,387
127,061
59,508
1,608

21,294
69,304
14,250
30,385
22,909
254,790
9,992
22,933
23,150
57,538
3,182
1,251,840
15,384
37,646
50,573
3,410
28,854
27,756
14,605
92,377
29,617
15,185
13,169
41,348
63,623
9,816
8,357
7,794
14,509
536,058
2,000
30,423
10,745
44,255
41,872
124,902
55,123
2,711

2,928,653

3,103,679

141,343

140,504
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Feel the magic of hope ...

MEET A YOUNG DREAMER

Faced with such overwhelming odds, South Africa’s youth are blighted by a landscape of hopelessness and
destitution. A future without hope is a scary one indeed.
The College of Magic believes that young people need to understand that their circumstances are not
the only factors that determine their destiny - they must be given the hope and skills to create, shape,
participate in and plan their own future.
You can help make a dream come true by contributing to the education of a talented youngster. The College
of Magic is an organisation that has, for over 35 years, nurtured and empowered young South Africans.
We’d love you to get involved.
Please consider bequeathing something to the College of Magic in your Will – keep the magic alive!

www.sponsorastudent.co.za

A BIG thank you to our sponsors for keeping the magic alive!

