
2016 College of Magic Annual Report       1

2016 ANNUAL REPORT
College of Magic



Country of Incorporation South Africa

Nature of Organisation  The Association is a non-profit organisation incorporated 
   in terms of the Non-profit Organisations Act 1977, on 
   9 December 1999, Registration Number 007-517 NPO, 
   PBO Number: 930 019 992

Nature of Operations  The aim of this organisation is to see lives and communities
   transformed through the provision of education and
   development programmes with a specific emphasis on
   educational enrichment and supplementary tuition targeting
   the full diversity of the South African Youth. The organisation
   achieves this objective through the medium of the performing
   arts, with an emphasis on magic and the allied arts.

Street Address  215 Imam Haron Rd (formerly Lansdowne Rd)
   Claremont
   7700
   Cape Town
   South Africa

Postal Address  PO Box 2479
   Clareinch
   7740
   Cape Town
   South Africa

Telephone   +27 21 683 5480

Fax   +27 21 683 1970

Website   www.collegeofmagic.com

Auditors   Horwath Zeller Karro
   Chartered Accountants (S.A.)
   Registered Accountants and Auditors

ANNUAL REPORT 
for the year ended 31 December 2016



4        2016 College of Magic Annual Report 2016 College of Magic Annual Report       5

It is always a great joy to reflect on the growth, 
impact and outstanding achievements of the 

College of Magic and this 36th year since the 
College of Magic began transforming lives 
and communities through its educational and 
developmental programmes.

There is a dramatic and noticeable change in 
the students from when they join us in course 1 to 
when they graduate from course 6 (which is our 
highest course). Their first few performances are 
characterised by nerves and uncertainty but very 
soon the training and education they are receiving, 
makes way for more routined and entertaining 
performances as they are each encouraged to 
find their natural performing style.  By the time 
they get to course 6, they are doing amazing 

card manipulation, stage illusions and comfortably 
commanding audiences in a large scale theatre! I 
have seen this change take place in many folks, 
regardless of the socio-economic background as 
the College embraces diversity, nurtures talent and 
has an incredible ability to sow a seed of hope 
and a dream in the hearts of the young people 
who attend.  It is with great appreciation, that I 
wish to thank our volunteer teaching staff and full 
time team at the College who invest hours into 
the lives of each person on a variety of different 
levels – be it emotional, intellectual, social or 
technical. The College is also very inclusive and 
encourages innovation and idea generation by 
creating a safe space to try out new techniques or 
styles of performing magic – some which has been 

2016 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
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performed by magicians for thousands of years!  
This approach to ingenuity and problem solving 
develops critical thinking and analytical skills which 
promotes entrepreneurial thinking and many other 
sought after skills in the job market.

Some of the highlights of 2016 included: 
• A revamp to our Theatre - which is a 

key venue in our centre that enables our 
students to gain proficiency in performing to 
smaller audiences; 

• The re-launch of the Kimberley College of 
Magic - after the programme was put on hold 
until funding became available; 

• Our Imagine show at Artscape - consisting 
of 2 “sell-out” shows and a great opportunity 
for many of our students and graduates to 
experience performing in a professional theatre;

• One of our graduates, Aidan Knott (aka 
Bryan Miles) debuting in a 13-part magical 
TV series on SABC 3;

• Another of our graduates, Olwethu 
Dyantyi, becomes the “face of Coca-Cola” 
in Africa and the Caribbean, starring in a range 
of commercials and promotional events for this 
global brand;

• Our annual Traditional Children’s 
Magic Festival had a record attendance 
of 1144 people;

• The Magic Classroom celebrated more 
than 40,000 visitors from more than 50 
schools since starting. This programme aims 
to complement aspects of the school syllabus 
by using magic and principles of illusion to 
illustrate and enhance the learning experience;

• Project USA – this is an annual highlight for 
a selection of our senior students to travel to 
the US to represent the CoM and experience 
some of the world’s top international magic 
to inspire and stretch their thinking whilst 

providing an international perspective on their 
education at the CoM.

• These highlights as well as all of the various 
contests, smaller shows, charity shows, fund 
raising events and social events are also 
highlights in the lives of the young people, 
as all of these activities and opportunities to 
get involved work together to equip, teach 
and build the sense of community and family 
which is the ethos and lifeblood of the CoM.

On the financial side, 2016 was one of our 
toughest years for a long time though 2015 was 
also very difficult. One of our goals is to move 
towards financial sustainability and to have sufficient 
financial resources to implement the many exciting 
growth projects that we have in our pipeline. The 
CoM Board and management team did an excellent 
job of steering the CoM through the year in order 
keep the CoM afloat and meet all of our financial 
commitments. Towards the end of 2016, we also 
completed the establishment of “College of Magic 
Education and Development Trust” and hope to 
attract substantial endowments and donations 
into this trust that can then assist to bring about 
the sustainability to the CoM that we desire. We 
welcome your generosity and that of your networks 
to assist us reach this vision!

We have many exciting plans for 2017, 
including the roll out of our training programme 
into poorer and impoverished communities in 
the Western Cape.  We look forward to all that 
2017 will bring and to continue impacting and 
changing the lives of each person who comes 
through our doors. 

Bruce Hutchison
CHAIRMAN
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• “How can College of Magic education be 
taken seriously when you’re having so much 
fun?” I was asked recently. Young people 
love ‘hands-on’ training and at the College 
of Magic we provide this in abundance. In 
2016 we provided training and support to 
holistically transform, develop and empower 
206 students (182 in the Cape area and a 
further 24 in Kimberley, Northern Cape.) Many 
of these youth are marginalised. A further 13 
adult students joined Mentalism and Sleight of 
Hand courses.

• Our students are selected from very diverse 

backgrounds through word of mouth, teachers 
in our schools network and collaborating 
organisations, including Home from Home, 
Bottom up, Project Playground and Sisonke 
Social Circus.

• The picture is taken at the end of lesson 
one, clearly the magic wand lesson! Besides 
their main ‘magic’ lessons, the students of 
the College of Magic benefit from a host of 
opportunities and facilities, which in 2016 
included: individual tutorials; allied arts 
courses of juggling, puppetry, mime, clowning 
and drama; social events; various contests; 

I love photographs. In reflecting on the 2016 year I 
was struck by several photographs which probably 

say more than I could possibly squeeze into the 

short space allocated for this report.  As the saying 
goes, ‘a picture is worth a 1000 words’… here 
they are:

SATURDAY 30TH JANUARY 2016. The start of a journey for 16 young people, 13 students 
and 3 voluntary staff members, as they commence Course One at the College of Magic. 

2016 DIRECTOR’S REPORT
College of Magic

ABOVE Fun and illusions - 
trademark of 2016 Course 
6 Graduation entertainment.  
LEFT Graduates and students 
share magic and camaraderie 
at the Traditional Children’s 
Magic Festival. BELOW LEFT 
Mpumelelo’s winning comedic 
Close-up Magic. BELOW RIGHT 
Deserving and proud - multiple 
award winners, Sonwabile 
Mekuto and Jamian Fortune.
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access to a lending and reference library; 
participation in outreach shows; visits by 
international artists; outings and graduation 
ceremonies. Senior students are fortunate to 
be able to also join the Theatre Production 
Course - covering stage lighting, sound and 
digital film-making.

• The voluntary staff members at the back, 
Adrian, Mawuzole and Michelle, are part of 
a team of 40 dedicated voluntary instructors 
who generously donated time in 2016 to make 
our education possible. A further six graduates 
attended the 2016 Staff Development Course 
and will further bolster our team in 2017. We 
salute these amazing people!

• Many readers will recognise that this 
photograph was taken in the spacious 
‘SARMOTI’ room. We desperately need more 
teaching space at the College of Magic, 
especially a media facility. The library currently 
operates in the hallway and there is no space 
on busy training days for students to use 
computer resources. Thus we are excited about 
the progress architect Jane Visser assisted by 
Sydne Langbridge are making in planning 
the new ‘Media Centre’ development at our 
premises, and the professional support we are 
receiving at this planning stage. In 2017 we 
hope to turn these plans into reality.

• “They enjoyed themselves thoroughly. Their 
imagination and attention was captured 
throughout the whole two hours. Through 

magic my learners did counting, reading and 
life skills. A foundation phase class got a 
science lesson today – awesome” Teacher - 

• It was an emotional occasion as seven of our 
students in the Northern Cape graduated from 
our top course, returning to the same venue 

where a fledgling group had started back in 
2010 with the support of Mr Seboko, then Head 
of the Department of Economic Development 

Searidge Park Primary
• The Magic Classroom schools Programme 

continues to be a popular excursion. In 2016 
a revamped ‘Light, Optics and Colour’ show, 
which is a highlight of the programme, was 
conceptualised, constructed and directed by 
Chad Findlay.

• Intern Yonela Toni from the Cape Peninsula 
University of Technology helped with school 
and bus bookings for the Magic Classroom 
programme. We are most grateful to Golden 
Arrow’s Community Transport Support 
Project and the HCI Foundation for their 
important support.

• An upgrade of the electronic and lighting 
features in the theatre was carried out and 
sponsored by Joe Gore of Soundworks. A 
new computerised moving light was installed 
and the current lighting system connected for 
computer operation. 

• Odwa Bauti, Xolile Dyani and Asiphe Mnqika, 
joined the College of Magic in a learnership 
programme, partly sponsored by the Edmund 
Rice Justice Desk. They studied a curriculum 
of life-skills and performed in-service training 
setting them up for tertiary education and 
the workplace.

MAY 2016. This is a screen grab from the short video documentary of The Magic Classroom. 
(Seen at www.collegeofmagic.com ) Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the Magic Classroom 
programme, led by passionate Prof Bayla (Michael Barta) has inspired more than 40 000 

learners from more than 50 schools throughout the Cape over the years. 

WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE 2016. The 500 strong audience packed into the Mayibuye 
Centre in Galeshewe, Kimberley erupted as this photograph was taken. Katlego and Tshepo 

received the news that they had been selected to travel to Cape Town to participate in a student 
exchange workshop and to perform at the Western Cape Junior Magician Championships. 

Guest of Honour, Mr Patrick Seboko, presents the jubilant duo with their award.
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and Tourism for the Northern Cape. 
• Over the years the College of Magic 

programme experienced ups and downs of 
funding challenges, changing training venues 
and transport trials. Our thanks go to the 
National Lottery Commission who funded the 
programme in 2016 and to Mr Clive Moses of 
the NLC, Northern Cape, for his support; Mrs 
Santie O Connell and her team at the Kimberley 
library for providing a great venue and to our 
students who have taken their future into their 
own hands and organised themselves into the 
Kimberly Entertainers Club. 

• Katlego and Tshepo’s trip to Cape Town 

included performing in the 2016 Western 
Cape Junior Magician Championships Show, 
attending the new Cape Town Magic Club, 
seeing Bryan Miles perform live on stage, 
participating in a workshop, sharing artistic 
ideas and experiences with local students, 
receiving lessons in new techniques and 
concepts, sightseeing, outings and fun 
activities. 

• Our Northern Cape Project is on hold yet again, 
owing to lack of funding. Let’s hope that 2017 
will bring good news to the young up-and-
coming entertainers of the Northern Cape.

Theatre, ‘Spellbound’ at V&A Waterfront, 
Western Cape Junior Magician Championships 
at Milnerton High School and three graduation 
ceremonies at Nassau Theatre, Mayibuye 
Centre, Galeshewe and at Rondebosch Boys’ 

High School. Steve Sandomierski, Michelle 
Gore, Chad Findlay, Olwethu Dyantyi and Craig 
Mitchell continue to provide crucial assistance 
in making these popular events happen and 
maintaining high standards – Thank You! 

• The 2016 Traditional Children’s Magic Festival 
took place during the first week of the July 
school holidays at the College of Magic Centre. 
A record attendance of 1144 patrons made it 

the largest festival yet. 
• During 2016 we hosted several other large 

events:  the ‘Time Travel’ themed Birthday 
Bash, ‘Imagine Family Spectacular’ at Artscape 

• ‘Project: America’ has become a popular 
tradition at the College of Magic with this 
being the 12th team to embark on this ‘trip 
of a lifetime’. Despite the many tours over 
the years - the administration - passports, 
unabridged birth certificates and parental 
consent affidavits - never appears to get any 
easier. A special thank you to Dawn Hillman, 
my PA, assisted by Lauren Veary for their 
administrative support.

• Fazielah Williams waved her PR wand to 
help generate support for a novel fundraising 
campaign seeing Qaqambile Mnqika and 

Anelisa Ntlonti perform at charity outreach 
shows in the sponsors’ names. We received 
outstanding coverage in the mainstream media 
and just over R40 000 was raised towards the 
trip. Thanks to the generous sponsors! 

• The group was treated to a jam-packed schedule 
– Highlights in Vegas included Mac King, pool 
party with ‘Godfathers’ Siegfried and Roy – 
complete with warehouse tour!, Mat Franco, 
Mystere, visit to the Secret Garden, Penn and 
Teller, dinner with Terry Fator as well as the 
Magic Live Convention. In Orlando highlights 
included Universal Studios, Animal Kingdom, 

SATURDAY 2ND JULY 2016. The cast of the annual Traditional Children’s Magic Festival pose in 
front of the College of Magic Centre. The cast of more than 100 young participants were involved in 
every level of organisation. Who better than the students themselves, to determine what the guests 

of the festival will enjoy. This is, after all, a festival by young people for young people!

THURSDAY 11TH AUGUST 2016. Cape Town Airport: Families and friends gather to wish 
farewell to the Project USA team, comprising 6 students, Anelisa, Caitlin, Eneo, Mert, Qaqambile 

and Vyan, and 2 staff members, Craig and Michelle, as they set off to attend Magic Live 
international convention in Las Vegas.
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Epcot, Magic Kingdom, Hollywood Studios as 
well as Cirque du Soleil’s La Nouba.

• Thanks to Craig Mitchell and all our American 
supporters, especially Ed Bastian, for helping 
make this magic possible. 

• Our global family is important to us – so 
many friends around the world who mean so 

much to us and our project.  We were thrilled 
to welcome many international guests to the 
College of Magic during 2016, including Darcy 
Oake, Patrick Kun and Brian Scott Ambrosch, 
and to feature in the September issue of The 
Magic Circular, thanks to Guy Hollingworth.

• The ten finalists in the photograph represent just 
a mere fraction of the more than 100 contestants 
who competed in 8 events judged by more than 
40 judges. Each with their own story!

• One of the award winners is from the rural town 
of Worcester. The College of Magic continues 
to actively reach out to the rural areas. In 
2017 the College of Magic will launch pilot 
‘Juggling and Card Skills’ programmes in 4 
rural areas. 

• This photograph exemplifies the secret of the 
success of our organisation – diversity! In 

South Africa much lip service is paid to the 
importance of diversity, but as any visitor to 
the College of Magic has experienced, here 
you will find the living testament to how our 
new South Africa should be…..mixed colours, 
creeds, cultures, languages and genders, 
alongside each other, collaborating around 
a common interest, building friendships 
and networks which will be the glue to hold 
together the future of this country. Diversity 
on every level – staff, volunteers, students, 
shows, audiences. 

• For Vuyolwethu Foslara winner of the 
stage category it is a dream come true. 
Vuyolwethu, an orphan from Khayelitsha, has 
overcome many obstacles and through sheer 
determination and perseverance has, after 4 
years of participation in the event, realised 
his dream. Jamian Fortune from Bishop Lavis, 
winner of the Close-up championships, is also 
an orphan who has persevered and not let 
circumstances hold him back. Following this 
success, he became the youngest magician 
selected to perform at the new Cape Town 

Magic Club. For each of the performers in 
this photograph there is a story of creativity, 
hard work, life lessons, disappointments and 
triumphs. Their accomplishments and joy are 
there for all to see.

• All 4 judges are graduates of our organisation 
and all highly successful in their fields. 
Our graduates continue to give back on all 
levels at the College – training, evaluation, 
technical and financial support. We are proud 
of this graduate body and especially that they 
continue to network across the globe.

• During 2016 the College of Magic entertained 
thousands of marginalised, abused, neglected, 
young and elderly people through our outreach 
shows programme.

• Private cars of the teaching staff are used to 

reach these shows. Our dream is to secure a 
vehicle to transport the entire team in a single 
vehicle to these shows and enable us to grow 
camaraderie and improve our outreach.

• The social dimension of College of Magic 

SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2017. Judges and proud contestants pose on stage after the 
2016 Western Cape Junior Magician Champs at Milnerton High School … so many stories are 

behind this photograph, but one big secret of success which sparkles!

FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2016. Ravensmead Day Care Centre. Faris Jacobs entertains 
parents and children attending the family day event. Nurturing empathy in the ‘millennial’ 
generation is a priority…..to become a good entertainer and to become a whole person. 
There is no better way than by being exposed to people who are experiencing hardships 

and discovering you can make a difference.
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education remains key to us realising our 
objectives. The College of Magic served 
more than 2000 meals during 2016 to 
hungry students, thanks to Ann Pawley, the 
tuck shop team and our sponsors. Other 
physical assistance provided included clothing, 
generously sponsored by Gate Repair Services 
and supplied by Haritons. 52 students 
received new outfits in 2016. Four interns 

from the Department of Social Development 
at the University of Cape Town, Yonela Sipiko, 
Nokutenda Masiyanise, Zaakia Mohammed 
and Tamarin Philpott assisted with our 
students’ social challenges.

• Parent, Nariman Jacobs, has given solid advice 
and support in conducting monitoring and 
evaluation of our programmes.

by graduate Sam Burrows; Luzuko Bedi won 
the 2016 Suidoosterfees talent contest; 
Mawonga Gayiya appeared in various festivals 
and on SA’s Got Talent; Stuart Lightbody 
continues winning awards for his one man 

shows; Craig Mitchell presented in China and 
several graduates appeared at the new Cape 
Town Magic Club, brainchild of local magician, 
Marcel Oudejans. 

2016 has been a tough year for us financially. 
We are especially grateful to three individual 
benefactors who helped us through this difficult 
time and to the growing group of people supporting 
our sponsor-a-student campaign. Our fundraisers, 
Marian Williamson and Ayesha Janodien, are to be 
congratulated on their sterling work.

Words cannot express our gratitude to you for 
keeping the magic alive in 2016. We need to 
grow our project and at the same time make it 
sustainable. To this end we are working tirelessly at 
our fundraising and income generating endeavours 
and growing the College of Magic Education and 

Development Trust Fund.

Magically more than 10 000 ‘words’ have been 
squeezed into these few pages…I hope they have 
communicated our story and make you, dear reader, 
feel good – because it is your support which is 
making this magic possible – I extend my personal 
gratitude to our board of trustees, my dedicated 
staff and the large College of Magic family who 
continue to believe in our vision - THANK YOU!

David Gore
DIRECTOR

• Olwethu is a good role model and mentor to 
our students. In September he competed in the 
3rd China Beijing Magic Carnival. His spiralling 
career from humble beginnings and seeing him 
‘highlighted’ in the media has really inspired 
young magicians. Olwethu has been appointed 
Co-ordinator of the Magic in the Community 

Project from 1st January 2017 and will be 
responsible for, among other things, the roll 
out of our rural training programme.

• Our graduates continue to excel. Bryan Miles’ 
13 part TV series aired on SABC 3 shortly 
after the launch of his new magic book, ‘101 
Magic Tricks Anytime Anyplace’, illustrated 

Olwethu Dyantyi, an intern at the College of Magic, was selected as one of three magicians to 
perform in the new international Coca-Cola advertising campaign. Olwethu represents Africa 

and the Caribbean. The advertisement sees Olwethu serving drinks for a group of young 
people, performing magical transformations, vanishes and appearances for the amazed 

group. As Olwethu’s fame spread, he was whisked around South Africa to various launches, 
appearing in person and performing his magic ‘live’!

IN CONCLUSION ... 
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2016 THANK YOU!

ABOVE LEFT Tristain Ritchie and Dion 
Wabanie at the Course 6 Banquet. 
ABOVE RIGHT Hayley Tomes receives 
her Certificate of Appreciation - 10 
Years dedicated voluntary Teaching at 
College of Magic. RIGHT Siyambonga 
shares joy and magic at a Charity 
show. BELOW LEFT Student of the 
Year Qaqambile Mnqika makes his 
granny so proud! BELOW RIGHT 
Mime artists Phamahle Ntlombe and 
Sibabalo Zuma in action.
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DOWNLOAD  THE FULL COPY OF THE 2016 AFS 
AT www.col legeofmagic .com/2016afs.pdf

VIEW THE 2016 VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS MONTAGE
AT www.youtube.com/col legeofmagic



REALISING DREAMS
Faced with such overwhelming odds, South Africa’s youth are blighted by a landscape 

of hopelessness and destitution. A future without hope is a scary one indeed. 

The College of Magic believes that young people need to understand that their 
circumstances are not the only factors that determine their destiny - they must be 

given the hope and skills to create, shape, participate in and plan their own future. 

You can help make a dream come true by contributing to the education of a talented 
youngster. The College of Magic is an organisation that has, for over 36 years, 

nurtured and empowered young South Africans.

We’d love you to get involved.

www.sponsorastudent.co.za

A BIG thank you to our sponsors for keeping the magic alive!

College of Magic…

NEWLANDS


